Bntlsh custody battle over hlm

“The boy-is‘in South:Africa with

his father' hls mother in Engla.nd

public of ‘South Africa: fthe Famﬂy-j :
Advocate) will'ask the courtto order -
the child’sreturn'to England for the

custody battle to })e resolved thez‘e

the: father that: they Teturn to South=.j
Africa; which they did; This, by law’
: amounted to abductlon

hild Law at the

the court).”

The: centre wanted to asmst the

court by prowdmg information re-

garding- international’law:and- as- _

pectsof The'Hagile Conventm_ re
lating to mternatlonal-.:
abduction. - ¢ i :

: AdvocateAnnSkelton of the éen-

tré will argue that the getieral rule | |

parénts and ‘the protectton

. of ‘children, but Skelton said there
‘were certain cases where the right.
foof an mleldual child could prevail.

.. Thecentre: would ‘support. the.
child’s apphcatlon 10 be joined as'a -
party to these proceedings, = -

" Skelton' said the ' boy was’ suffi-
ciently mature to express his views, -

it “His objection’(fo return to'the UK)
- wasvalid and based oirhig personal

expenenee of-hismother. His Views

. Were’ passxonately expressed and
-amobunted o much > more - than a
mete preferenee she'sajd.” :

““The boy:who was happy lnaVaal

- Triangle school; said He spoke tohis™
;lawyers ‘and-told them he-was: des---
" perate ‘not ‘to-go back- to" EngIand
~ They.explained to him that this caseé’

was about which court— an' Engllsh

por Sotith-African one'= Was gomg
- to'decide :
_ tobeaddedasapartytothepmceed-j .
ings. The Ceritre for Chi
University of Pretor ‘will'also. ask
rthe cotirt's'permission to enterithe’
fray as an: am1cus cunae (fmend of :

olt: custody 0
‘He had ‘spent most’ of- hlS Tifein

- South"Africa and “weént to’ England

onlywhen hé was in Grade three. “T’

Wwas' teased and I'did not fit in‘there .

—Tam. South Afrlcan The chlldren
in Etigland - ‘are Tude and T was bul-

-Hed theére My homie is. deﬁmtely in -
-South Aﬂaca W he wrote 1n a state-

ment
“He Sald hlS relatlonshlp w1th hJS

i mother was not ‘good. “My mother
" smokes and drinks and goes’ ‘outto

puhs dnd leaves Ats-(he and’ hIS ‘sis-

arlsmg from The Hague Conventlon ~ bed'i

i5 that children miust be promptly et
turned: But there has been “a:shift -

away from a focus ori pa_renta__l rIghfs

funny 1ioises w1th strange men.
“4T-have been with my dad and I
have been safe and much happler "




